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      Residents Association

Killester Garden Village area re-zoned Z2

In a tremendous display of unity the residents of Abbeyfield, Middle Third and

The Demesne have succeeded in having their neighbourhood rezoned from its original status as a Z1 residential zone to a Z2 residential conservation zone.

To find out how and why Northside People spoke to the newly formed residents committee for the area.

“As residents of Abbeyfield, Middle Third and The Demesne we as a community were becoming increasingly concerned at the level & type of new developments in our area. While a number of residents were also aware of developers who had set their sights on our estate where it was estimated that they could more than double the amount of houses already here.”

The Residents – many of whom have lived in the area for all of their lives – believed that the unique character of the area was under threat. ”We believe that it is the narrow roads, the quietness, the sense of space and the greenery amongst many other things that help create this unique character.”

The area was originally developed as a unique housing estate, formed by the Irish Land Act of 1919 that saw the construction of over 4,000 houses for ex-servicemen in various parts of the country. Some houses were built in the countryside but most were built in small estates near cities and towns and were designed on ‘Garden City’ lines. At the time they helped set improved standards for working class housing. Killester was the largest and recognized as the most interesting housing development undertaken by the then Board of Works. In the initial plan Abbeyfield, Middle Third and The Demesne were designed explicitly as a ‘Garden Suburb’ and were given the title Killester Garden Village. 

In July 2004 the New Dublin City Draft Development Plan was announced. 

A number of residents who were concerned at proposals to develop more housing in this beautiful and unique estate also contacted their local councillors and asked them to support an amendment to the Development Plan. At a meeting of Dublin City Council, Councillor Bronwen Maher proposed the amendment and it was unanimously endorsed by the Council, many of whom had also been contacted by their constituents. Any proposals to amend the Dublin City Draft Development Plan were now put back into the public domain with the Dublin City Draft Development Plan placed on public display in libraries throughout the city. 

Around this time a meeting of the residents was organised by the Killester Credit Union Co-op, which was really the only representative body in the Area. Such was the level of interest in this issue that almost 100 residents attended this meeting, which was held in the local boys school. 

At this meeting there was some heated discussion between some of the residents and our Public representatives but the one thing that became very obvious was the fact that no-one including our Public representatives seemed to know what Zone Z2 meant and as such there was a level of concern especially among many of our elderly residents. It was proposed that a committee be formed to gather the relevant information, meet with the planning authority, evaluate their findings and report back at a further meeting of the residents within 3 weeks. A committee of 10 residents representing the three areas was formed.

During the next two weeks the committee hand delivered a questionnaire to each of the 279 houses in the area and within three days we had received back almost 40% of these. This allowed us to gauge the overall mood of the community on this issue which was surprisingly almost 95% in favour of retaining the character of our area but who were obviously very confused about what you could and could not do in the new zoning. The answers and many comments received gave us a platform from which to move forward. This allowed us to prepare a “Questions and Answers” paper and to then arrange to meet with the planning authority and to get the correct answers to all the queries raised. A meeting was arranged with Mr Jim Keoghan, one of the most senior planning officers. This meeting was held in the civic offices on Bunratty road in Coolock and was also attended by a number of our Public representatives.

It became very obvious during this meeting that the city planners were looking to develop any under utilised areas in the city and that as our neighbourhood had a lot of green space that it met this criteria. As such it would be an area within which development would be encouraged under our then present zoning of Z1.The only way to protect our area from the developers was to try and have it re-zoned to Z2 Residential Conservation.

With all the information now gathered a Questions and Answers paper was finalised and a second meeting of the residents was called. This time there were almost 200 residents present along with 9 of our Public representatives. At that meeting all the facts were presented, all the questions were answered and a unanimous vote in favour of Re-zoning was given to our Public representatives who ultimately vote the Dublin City Draft Development Plan into law.

Also at this meeting the “Temporary Residents Committee” was asked to remain and to continue to represent the community’s views.

This committee made a detailed submission to the Manager of Dublin City Council to have the area rezoned – Residential Conservation. In the Managers final report on the Dublin Draft Development Plan he stated:

“The area is comprised of mainly single storey dwellings, with front and rear garden areas, laid out on a narrow road pattern, with some shared vehicular and pedestrian surfaces. This results in a small scale village type character, which is unique to the city. The buildings in the area have undergone considerable alteration and many of the original features (and therefore character) of the area is now lost. However, the small scale, form and layout of the area is unique to the city and thus there is no objection to this proposed amendment. The considerable support amongst local residents for this change in zoning objective has also been noted.”
We are pleased to announce that on the 31st January the Dublin City Council voted to pass the amendment.

We as a committee must now work with our community to identify issues of concern and where appropriate lend our support and advice. 

As a result of representations by a number of our residents we have now met with the Haddon Park Sports club committee and have been working with them to preserve the “Nuns Walk” lane from being potentially destroyed by an adjacent development. This locally famous lane has tremendous historical significance to the community. We have written to our local Gardai and have had them increase their level of patrols as a result of a recent spate of burglaries in the area. We have made representations in respect of the current re-development of Killester Dart station. 

These are just some of the issues in which we believe we have an important role to play, while other issues include the development and upkeep of our local green spaces, traffic management policies and the involvement in the development of local services.

We have now formalised ourselves as the “Killester Garden Village” residents association committee and to date as a group we have covered all costs incurred. We must now go back to our residents and get them to demonstrate their commitment to support the very challenge that they have given to us, and to lend that support by paying a token sum towards their membership of their association.

We have a community who have demonstrated that they can work together and vote together and as long as that commitment is there and our efforts are supported, we as a committee will continue to pursue objectives on behalf of our members. We have the opportunity to protect and improve our neighbourhood for our kids and hopefully for their kids.

One important point, which became very obvious throughout the last couple of months, was the need to involve our local councillors and public representatives. These representatives have been given their positions by the community and in our experience will lend every support and advice to promote any topical issues, which are proposed by the community. People need to get together to have a voice, which is loud enough to be heard and strong enough not to be just brushed aside. Local Government issues and plans are not always in the best interest of our local communities and it is only by being a part of a community and by rallying together and supporting or opposing these issues that we can make a difference and we can have an influence in how our communities and our neighbourhoods develop for the better. Even for those more cynical of us who do not believe in the power of public opinion against the system, you too should support these endeavours because we all still stand to benefit or to lose out. If you win even one battle then you will have made a difference and most likely enhanced the locality where you live.    
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